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THE INSTITUTE ON VENEREAL DISEASE CONTROL AND 
SOCIAL HYGIENE 

Conducted by the United States Public Health Service. 

The awakened interest of both men and women in regard to the 
medical and social problem of venereal disease, bound up as its 
solution is with sex hygiene arid sex education, was strikingly in 
evidence at the Institute on Venereal Disease Control and Social 
Hygiene conducted by the Public Health Service, November 22 to 
December 4, 1920, at the New National Museum, Smithsonian In- 
stitution, Washington, D. C. 

Not only was the attendance about three times as large as had 
been expected (about 200 persons were expected, while the final 
enrollment numbered 617), but those attending were drawn from 
communities widely scattered over the United States, and six for- 
eign countries were represented in the gathering. 

The aim of the institute was to make available to those employed 
in one or another capacity in the attack upon venereal diseases, 
such as physicians, social workers, nurses, and educators, the most 
recent contributions to knowledge and experience along these lines 
and to enable them to get into personal contact with those recog- 
nized to be the highest authorities on the various scientific and pro- 
fessional phases of the work. 

As medicine, biology, psychology, and sociology must all con- 
tiibute to venereal disease control, the courses of instruction covered 
a wide field. They included the treatment of syphilis and gonorrhea, 
with demonstrations at Freedman's Hospital, a course on clinic 
management, and a special course of instruction for nurses dealing 
with clinic nursing and social work. Other courses were as follows: 
The delinquent and the law, the psychology of the delinquent, sex 
in relation to education, protective work for girls, heredity and 
eugenics, sociologjr and socia' hygiene, methods of public education, 
psychology and sex. 

To give this instruction the Public Health Service organized a 
faculty comprising 54 of the ablest men and women who have been 
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at work on these subjects in the United States. Lectures were 
given and round tables held for general discussions. Those who at- 
tended the institute were unanimous in their appreciation of the 
knowledge gained and the inspiration received from the men and 
women of the faculty and from each other. 

This personal contact was important, for those registered at the 
institute were without exception men and women vitally interested 
in venereal disease control and actively engaged in some phase of 
the work or a related occupation. , They were a representative body, 
since they came from 43 States, the District of Columbia, Philippine 
Islands, Canada, Chile, Mexico, Peru, and Switzerland. 

A complete list is as follows: 

Registration by States and countries at the Institute on Venereal Disease Control and 

Social Hygiene. 



Alabama 5 

Arkansas 8 

California 3 

Connecticut 5 

Colorado 1 

District of Columbia 238 

Florida 3 

Georgia 6 

Illinois 15 

Indiana 11 

Iowa 4 

Idaho - • - 1 

Kansas 

Kentucky 2 

Louisiana — : 1 

Maine. 3 

Maryland 30 

Massachusetts 13 

Michigan.../ , 11 

Minnesota 10 

Missouri. 12 

Montana. « 1 



Nebraska 2 

New Hampshire 5 

New Mexico 1 

New Jersey 19 

New York 62 

North Carolina 4 

Ohio 14 



Oklahoma 1 

Oregon — 3 

Pennsylvania. 42 

Rhode Island 2 

South Carolina 4 

South Dakota 2 

Tennessee 7 

Texas 8 

Utah 1 

Vermont 1 

Virginia 14 

Washington 4 

West Virginia 6 

Wisconsin 6 

600 

Canada 11 

Chile 1 

Mexico 2 

Peru 1 

Philippine Islands. 1 

Switzerland 1 



17 



Registration from United States 600 

Registration from foreign countries.. 17 



Total. 



ei7 



From the data furnished on registration cards it was possible to 
classify 602 of the total registration of 617 according to sex and 
occupation. Of those registered 346 were men and 256 were women. 

In explanation of the table given below it may be pointed out 
that the largest class registered consisted of 168 physicians, regis- 
tered solely as physicians without reference to their attachment to 
health work. There were also 32 clinicians and 29 health officers. 
Some of those listed as employed by the Public Health Service, Inter- 
departmental Social Hygiene Board, and American Social Hygiene 
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Association and not included, of course, in any of the above classes, 
were also physicians. It is therefore seen that a good deal more 
than one-third of the total registration was composed of members 
of the medical profession. Seventy-six social workers, 57 nurses, 
and 19 police women attended. The remainder were scattered over 
varying occupations. 

A complete tabulation is as follows: 

Occupations of those registering at the institute on venereal disease control and social 

hygiene. 



Physicians. 
Nurses . 



Clinicians 

Health officers 

United States Public Health Service. 

Interdepartmental Social Hygiene Board.. 

American Social Hygiene Association 

Employees of State boards of health 

Officers of State social hygiene societies 

Field workers ". 

Social workers 

Educational workers 

■Religious worker 

Policewomen 

Policeman 

Police matron 

Teachers . 



Male. 



139 



Probation officers 

Judge 

■Referee, juvenile court 

Students 

Lawyers 

Deputy collector internal revenue . 

Insurance man 

Manager advertising agency 

Psychologist. 



Bacteriologist 

E pidemiologist 

Radiologist 

Statisticians 

Lecturers 

Superintendents industrial schools, reform schools 

Hospital superintendent 

Pharmacists 

Dentist 

Military officers 

Military intelligence 

Editor 

Journalist 



Female. 



21 
19 
1 
2 
2 
6 
59 



1 
19 



34fi 



2SG 



Total male registrations 348 

Total female registrations .266 

Unclassified registrations 16 



Total . 



617 



A special library of books, pamphlets, motion-picture slides, 
exhibits, and other educational material was. set up/ so that the 
material at hand for the institute workers was complete and modern. 
Various institutions in the District were visited by those particularly 
interested in the work, such as the District of Columbia Workhouse 
and Reformatory and the Training School for Girls. 

The time of the registrants was, however, not entirely taken up 
by lectures, discussions, and observations. Thanksgiving Day inter- 
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vened and the institute was devoted to sightseeing and other forms 
of entertainment in which a majority of the visitors participated, a 
Thanksgiving dinner being served, which was attended by 175 
registrants. 

Many of those who attended the institute decided to remain in order 
to take part in the all-America conference on venereal diseases which 
followed. 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SPORES OF B BOTUXINUS IN 

NATURE. 

By K. F. Meyeh, of the George Williams Hooper Foundation for Medical Keseareli, University of 
California, and J. C. Geigeb, Epidemiologist, United States Public Health Service. 

A recent compilation of the epidemiological data thus far collected, 
supplies some interesting facts relative to the frequency and the 
distribution of botulism in California. Since 1900, 39 human out- 
breaks, with a probable total of 130 cases and a mortality of 94 
cases, or 72.3 per cent, have been recognized. Botulism as an. 
intoxication is, however, not confined to man; thus it has 
been recognized by Dickson as a malady of the fowl and other do- 
mesticated birds and of hogs, and by Graham as a disease of the horse 
and mule. To the above list, 42 outbreaks of botulism of fowls, 3 
of hogs, and 79 outbreaks of so-called "forage poisoning" in horses, 
which in the majority of instances were probably cases of botulism, 
could be added, making an approximate total of 163 outbreaks in 
California. 

Having recorded the various cases of botulism by means of a 
"spot", map, it becomes evident that the disease has, as far as the 
Pacific coast is concerned, a tendency to a distinct centralization. 
Some sections of the State, for example, near Los Angeles, showing 
a concentrated number of horse, fowl, and human cases, deserve, in 
the future, intensive investigation. The occurrence of botulism 
cases is not confined to certain districts or counties, but may, in a 
manner characteristic for soil-borne infections, be restricted to certain 
streets or sections of a city or village. In fact, the ripe olives that 
caused the recent outbreaks have been traced to two ranches in 
widely separated communities. In this connection it is of interest 
to note that not infrequently forage poisoning cases in horses ante- 
dated the observation of human or bird cases. In some of these 
localities the spores of B. hotulinus have been demonstrated in de- 
composed hay, straw, or similar material which served as food for 
the horses. 

Outbreaks among chickens or barnyard birds are always closely 
connected with the feeding of spoiled vegetables or food, and they 
are therefore not infrequently associated with human cases. The 
recognition of the intoxication under the collective term of "limber- 



